
Book 3: Chord Magic 

🎯 Key Focus: 

 Chord inversions 

 Smooth transitions (voice leading) 

 Musical voicings (close, spread, shell, rootless, drop voicings) 

📝 Practice Exercise: 

Inversion Progression Drill: C – Am – F – G 

 Step 1: Play in root positions to build familiarity 

 Step 2: Introduce 1st and 2nd inversions to minimize hand movement 

 Step 3: Practice transitions slowly, focusing on shared notes 

Variation: 

Try the same progression with shell voicings: root, third, seventh 

 RH: Shell voicings (CEB for Cmaj7, ACG for Am7, etc.) 

 LH: Play root only or alternate root + fifth 

🎶 Bonus Tip: 

Apply these inversions to the chord changes in *"Imagine"* by John Lennon: 

 F → Am/E → Dm7 → Am/C → G 

 Focus on smooth voice leading and minimal hand shifts 

📘 Extra Exploration 

 

Want to go deeper with inversions and voicings? 

     Try analyzing real songs like *Imagine* using chord charts 

             Watch online demos of shell voicings and drop2 techniques 

      Still need a full system? Learn with video + PDF + audio, step by step: 

      Start the Chord Magic Chapter in Pianoforall → 

🎹 Supplemental Techniques: 

 Practice all inversions of major and minor triads in C, G, F, D 

https://vitalpulse.loveguide.me/pianolesson


 Drill smooth transitions between inversions of common chords 

 Apply shell and drop2 voicings to chord progressions 

 Avoid parallel fifths/octaves for classical voice leading discipline 

🧠 Learning Strategy: 

 Learn inversions in isolation, then in musical context 

 Analyze real songs (like "Imagine") to see inversions in action 

 Use a slow metronome and count voice movements step by step 

 Record your practice to audit smoothness and tone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Tip: Try playing each inversion slowly...   

     See below for a full keyboard view of the three inversion positions. 

 



     Visual Guide: C Major Triad Inversions 

The following diagrams show how each inversion of the C major triad is laid out on the 

keyboard. Use these to visually memorize the hand positions and finger placements. 

 

   Root Position: C–E–G   

   1st Inversion: E–G–C   

   2nd Inversion: G–C–E 

📖 C Major Triad Inversions Explained 

- Root Position   

  Notes: C – E – G → Notation: C 

- 1st Inversion   

  Notes: E – G – C → Notation: C/E 

- 2nd Inversion   

  Notes: G – C – E → Notation: C/G 

       Want to master smooth chord transitions and creative voicings?   

     Learn Chord Magic with Pianoforall → 

     Download link coming soon... 

https://vitalpulse.loveguide.me/pianolesson

